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From 1860 until the Tercentenary in 1884 was
the golden age of the Symposium, when
Aytoun and Douglas Maclagan were successively
" Symposii Conditores."

The minutes yield some interesting gleanings.
"At the Star and Garter" in 1792, on the
motion of Dugald Stewart, Eobertson, the
Principal, was asked "to sit to Mr Eaeburn,
limner, for his portrait, to be hung in the
library, in consideration of the great reputation
he has obtained by his excellent writings." The
portrait now in the Senate hall was the issue.
The minute further tells that "thirty guineas
were paid by the professors to Mr Baeburn,
the limner, for the portrait, and seven guineas
to Mr Liddle, carver, for the frame." The names
of those who dined at successive meetings are
recorded. Dugald Stewart I rind was only once
absent till his health failed in 1809. Thomas
Brown, his successor, appeared only once as a
symposiast during his ten years in the Moral
chair. David Hume, professor of Scots Law,
a nephew of the philosopher, was hardly ever
absent during his long professorship. John
Playfair was constant, so was Finlayson, pro-
fessor of Logic, and Eitchie the athlete, hiscon-
